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The next NASFA Meeting will be Saturday 20 November
2010 at the regular time (6P) and the regular location.
Meetings are at the Renasant Bank’s Community Room,
4245 Balmoral Drive in south Huntsville. Exit the Parkway at
Airport Road; head east one short block to the light at Balmoral
Drive; turn left (north) for less than a block. The bank is on the
right, just past Logan’s Roadhouse restaurant. Enter at the front
door of the bank; turn right to the end of a short hallway.
NOVEMBER PROGRAM
NASFA’s November program will be “Podcasting Your
Book—a Primer,” presented by Alex White, author of The Gearheart <www.thegearheart.com>.
CONCOM MEETINGS
The first Con†Stellation XXX concom meeting will 18 December 2010, at 3P—that’s the same day as the NASFA club
meeting that month. The meeting will be at the Renasant
Bank’s Community Room—the same room used for the club

meeting. There will be a dinner break between the concom
meeting and the club meeting.
The likely plan going forward will be to continue to have
concom meetings the same day as club meetings. As we near
the con and need to go to more than one concom meeting a
month, the concom schedule will have to adjust.
ATMMs
The November After-The-Meeting Meeting will be at Mike
Kennedy’s house—7907 Charlotte Drive in south Huntsville.
See the map below. The usual NASFA rules apply, to wit,
please bring your preferred drink plus a food item to share.
Chocolate cake and a champagne toast will be provided.
The December ATMM (cum Christmas party) will be at Sue
Thorn’s house. The New Year’s Eve party will be at Nancy
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Continuing Our 30th Year of Publication!
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Cucci and Ray Pietruszka’s house. We are seeking ATMM volunteers for all months in 2011.
FUTURE PROGRAMS
The December program will be a Radom Gift Exchange (just
the thing to get one in the mood for the ATMM/party later that
evening). Programs for January and beyond are still in work.
NASFA CALENDAR ONLINE
NASFA has an online calendar on Google. Interested parties
can check the calendar online, but you can also subscribe to the
calendar and have your Outlook, iCal, BlackBerry, or other
calendar automatically updated as events (Club Meetings, Concom Meetings, local sf/f events) are added or changed.

Redemption in Indigo: a novel, Karen Lord (Small Beer)
Who Fears Death, Nnedi Okorafor (DAW)
The Dream of Perpetual Motion, Dexter Clarence Palmer (St.
Martin’s)
How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe, Charles
Yu (Pantheon)
ANNUAL E-BOOK SALES NEAR $1,000,000,000
Forrester Research has released their latest report on the state
of eBook sales. Combing info from a published excerpt
<www.tinyurl.com/eBooks1Bil> and news reports, notable
Forrester’s poll findings and projections include:
•	

 2010 US sales of eBooks are expected to reach $966 million
•	

 2015 US sales of eBooks are projected to rise to $2.8 billion.
•	

 Only 7 percent 7% of online adults who read books read
eBooks, and nearly 50% of those don’t own a dedicated
eBook reader.
•	

 The average eBook reader consumes 41% of books in digital
form. For those that own a dedicated eBook reader (Kindle,
etc.), that jumps to 66%.
•	

 The top devices used for reading eBooks are (in order) laptop
computers, the Kindle, iPhones, the Sony eReader, and netbook computers

News & Info
SCOOBY DOO MEETS LOVECRAFT & ELLISON
In their 18 October episode, Scooby Doo! Mystery Incorporated did their take on author “H.P. Hatecraft.” In addition to
Hatecraft and his monster (which for some odd reason resembles
popular depictions of Cthulhu), the episode <popculturezoo.
com/archives/713> features one “Professor Ellison”—voiced by
Harlan himself.

October Minutes
by Steve Sloan, Secretary

The October meeting of the North Alabama Science Fiction
Association was called to order on Saturday, October 16, 2010
in the Renasant Bank meeting room at 6:17:06P by President
Mary Lampert. The crickets were coaxed to life yet again this
month.

WE’RE NUMBER 3!
In Forbes Magazine’s 10th annual ranking of the topearning dead celebrities <www.tinyurl.com/TopDead>, the sf/
f/h genre got some props with J.R.R. Tolkien coming in 3rd—
behind only Michael Jackson and Elvis Presley. Almost a
half-million copies of Tolkien titles sold in the period
counted, possibly spurred by the run-up to the movie adaptation of The Hobbit.
Two other arguably-genre-related figures also placed on the
list. Charles Schulz (Peanuts) came in 4th, in part because an
80% share of the cartoon archive and character rights changed
hands during the year. Theodor Geisel, better known as Dr.
Seuss, took the 7th spot, with income from such sources as
iPhone apps and an attraction at Orlando’s Universal Studios
theme park.
AMAZON TOP 10 OF “2010”
Rushing the end of 2010 by about 2 months, Amazon has
published Top 10 lists in a number of categories <www.
tinyurl.com/AmTop10s>, including sf/fantasy. These editors’
picks are often interesting; sometimes controversial. This year’s
honors go to:
The Golden Age, Michal Ajvaz (Dalkey Archive)
The Fixed Stars: Thirty-Seven Emblems for the Perilous Season, Brian Conn (Fiction Collective 2)
The Half-Made World, Felix Gilman (Tor)
The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms, N.K. Jemisin (Orbit)
Kill the Dead: A Sandman Slim Novel, Richard Kadrey (Eos)
The Orange Eats Creeps, Grace Krilanovich (Two Dollar Radio)
2

OLD BUSINESS
Maria has looked into using a room at the Huntsville Art
League as an alternative place to hold NASFA meetings. Using
the room would cost $20 per month, and someone would have
to arrive early for table and chair setup.
Because of concerns about availability of the Holiday Inn
Express (our current Con†Stellation hotel) on desired dates
after 2011, certain officers were asked to form a committee to
look for a new hotel to hold Con†Stellation starting in 2012. A
sign-up sheet was passed around for volunteers to serve on the
committee. [We are firm there for 2011 so no worries for
Con†Stellation XXX. -ED]
NEW BUSINESS
Officer elections are coming up. Nominations will be opened
in November, and the election will be held in December.
Maria recently met an engineer who has written a space
book, and he would love to speak at a NASFA program.
Sam asked for convention-related receipts for reimbursement.
CONVENTION BUSINESS
Sam reported that Con†Stellation lost a total of $1970 this
year. All checks have been written, except for the charity check
to the USO.
Con†Stellation XXX con chair Anita reported that we have
signed on Gay Haldeman as Fan Guest of Honor for next year.
Gay asked if we could also cover her husband Joe Haldeman’s
travel as well. We have agreed to do so.
Anita asked for contact info to get in touch with Matthew, to
see if he’d be willing to run the Dealer’s Room next year. Mike
K. provided.
The Con†Stellation XXX convention committee (concom)
still has a few positions open. Anita asked Doug if he’d like to
serve as head of Registration, and he agreed. There a couple
more people she will ask individually.
Mary L. reported that Mary at the Holiday Inn Express
would like to know when we will set up next year’s contract.
Mary L. will take the contract to Anita to sign.
Anita reported that the first concom meeting will be held in
December, on the afternoon of the NASFA meeting.
Jack announced that the Science Fiction Book Club at Bailey
Cove Library will be discussing The Fifth Head of Cerberus by
Gene Wolfe in November. He is planning to announce that
Gene Wolfe will be next year’s con Guest of Honor, and to
hand out Con†Stellation bookmarks.
Anita wants flyers for Con†Stellation XXX put up in as
many places as possible, as soon as we can get them.
Sam moved to adjourn at 6:36:10P.
For the program, Mike K. presented a new set of fan films.
Adam and Maria Grimm hosted the After-the-Meeting Meeting
at their house.

—9A–4P; at Jaycees Building.
20*	

 NASFA Meeting—6P Business, 7P Program, at Renasant Bank. Program: Podcasting Your Book—a
Primer, Alex White. ATMM: Mike Kennedy’s house.
22	

 BD: Nancy Renee Peters.
23	

 BD: Howard Camp.
23	

 BD: Mike Kennedy.
25	

 Thanksgiving Day.
30	

 BD: Joshua Kennedy.
30	

 BD: Richard Gilliam.
DECEMBER
02	

 Bailey Cove Library Book Discussion: Way Station,
Clifford Simak, 6P.
03–05	

Smofcon 28—San Jose CA.
03–05	

Atlanta Comic Con Wizard World—Atlanta GA.
09	

 BD: Maria West.
12	

 BD: Toni Weisskopf.
15	

 Bill of Rights Day.
17	

 BD: Robin Ray.
18	

 Con†Stellation XXX Concom Meeting—3P; at Renasant Bank. Dinner break between the concom meeting
and the club meeting.
18*	

 NASFA Meeting—6P Business, 7P Program, at Renasant Bank. Program: Random Gift Exchange. ATMM:
Sue Thorn’s house.
19	

 BD: Yvonne Penney.
20	

 BD: Aaron Kennedy.
21	

 First day of winter.
22	

 BD: Wolf (Wolfie) Freeman.
24	

 Christmas Day (Federal Observed Holiday).
25	

 Christmas Day.
26	

 BD: Michael R. Stone.
26	

 Boxing Day (Canada).
31	

 New Year’s Day (Federal Observed Holiday).
31	

 New Year’s Eve Party at Ray Pietruszka and Nancy
Cucci’s house.
JANUARY 2011
01	

 New Year’s Day.
03	

 BD: Jim Kennedy.
03	

 BD: Karen Hopkins.
TBD	

 Bailey Cove Library Book Discussion: TBD; 6P.
06	

 BD: Rich Garber.
07	

 BD: Doug Lampert.
07–08	

ShadowCon XV—Memphis TN.
07–09	

GAFilk 13—Atlanta GA.
14–16	

MarsCon—Williamsburg VA.
15*	

 NASFA Meeting—6P Business, 7P Program, at Renasant
Bank. Program: TBD. ATMM: TBD.
16	

 BD: Bruce Butler.
17	

 BD: Martin Luther King.
20	

 BD: Larry Montgomery.
21–23	

Chattacon 36—Chattanooga TN.
FEBRUARY
01	

 National Freedom Day.
02	

 Groundhog Day.
TBD	

 Bailey Cove Library Book Discussion: TBD; 6P.
08	

 BD: Lin Cochran.
09	

 BD: Jack Lundy.
10	

 BD: Marcia Illingworth.
12	

 BD: Abraham Lincoln.
14	

 Valentine’s Day.
17	

 BD: Nancy A. Cucci.
18–20	

ConNooga—Chattanooga TN.
18–20	

TrekTrax—Atlanta GA.
19*	

 NASFA Meeting—6P Business, 7P Program, at Re-

NASFA Calendar
NOVEMBER
Election Day.
Bailey Cove Library Book Discussion: The Fifth Head
of Cerberus, Gene Wolfe, 6P.
05–06	

Comic & Fantasy Convention—Memphis TN.
07	

 Daylight Saving Time ends.
11	

Veterans’ Day.
12–14	

MACE—High Point NC.
15	

 BD: Robert Buelow.
20	

 “Plea” Market Fundraiser for low-cost spay/neuter clinic
02	

04	
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nasant Bank. Program: TBD. ATMM: TBD.
21	

 BD: Presidents Day.
22	

 BD: George Washington.
25–27	

AnachroCon—Atlanta GA.
OoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoO
The North Alabama Science Fiction Association meets on the
third Saturday of each month. (Unless there is a large nearby
convention being held that weekend—in which case we often
move the meeting to the second or fourth weekend.) The
regular meeting location is the Community Room at the Balmoral branch of Renasant Bank (off Airport Road, near the
Parkway). The Executive Committee meeting (if scheduled)
is at 5P. The business meeting is at 6P. The program is at 7P.
Anyone is welcome to attend any of the meetings. There is
usually an after-the-meeting meeting with directions available
at the program.

The second annual Last Drink Bird Head Awards were announced at Capclave 10 <www.capclave.org>, held 22–24
October 2010 in Rockville MD. Details and pictures are available on the web at <www.tinyurl.com/LastDrink2>. The winners are:
Gentle Advocacy	

.......................Ay-leen the Peacemaker, for
Beyond Victoriana <www.beyondvictoriana.com>
Tireless Energy.................
	

Leslie Howle, for Clarion West and
Hugo House activities
Promotion of Reading	

....................................Colleen Cahill,
for Library of Congress work as a genre fiction advocate and
as the library’s representative to the ALA
Expanding Our Vocabulary 	

.......................Matthew Cheney
International Activism	

................................Lavie Tidhar, for
the World SF Blog <www.worldsf.wordpress.com>
The Neil Clarke Special Achievement Award.......
	

L. Timmel
Duchamp
GALAXY NATIONAL BOOK AWARDS 2010
There are now two sets of awards claiming the title National
Book Awards. Of course, they are for different nations.
The new UK version recently gave it’s inaugural awards,
styled the Galaxy National Book Awards due to the sponsorship of Galaxy Chocolate. Several genre works were nominated, though none took home a prize. Genre author Sir Terry
Pratchett, did take home one of two Lifetime Achievement
Awards. Pratchett is quoted as saying “I’m amazed. You find
something that you like doing, and do well, and keep on doing
it, and suddenly they give you an award when all I really was
doing was having lots of fun.”
ROWLING COPS ANOTHER PRIZE
J.K. Rowling won the inaugural Hans Christian Andersen
Literature Prize, presented 19 October 2010 in Andersen’s
home town of Odense, Denmark. Rowling was there to accept
the adjudicated prize, which honors a writer “whose work can
be compared to that of Andersen.” The award includes a plaque
and a cash prize of 500,000 Kroner (over $90,000).
PEOPLE’S CHOICE NOMS
Nominations for the 2011 People’s Choice Awards have been
released. Winners will be announced at a 5 January 2011 CBSTV broadcast. Selection is by popular vote, either on the web
<www.peopleschoice.com/pca/vote> or via Twitter.
Sf/f/h genre movies and TV shows are pretty well represented, coping (for instance) all 5 noms in the Favorite Movie
category. Three genre films led the pack with 3 nods apiece:
Inception (Movie, Drama Movie, On Screen Team), Iron Man
2 (Movie, Action Movie, On Screen Team), and The Twilight
Saga: Eclipse (Movie, Drama Movie, On Screen Team).
Four more genre works pulled down two nominations each:
Alice in Wonderland (Movie, Drama Movie), Toy Story 3
(Movie, Family Movie), True Blood (Sci-Fi/Fantasy Show, TV
Obsession), and The Vampire Diaries (TV Drama, Sci-Fi/
Fantasy Show).
Sixteen genre items—plus one more related-but-not-reallygenre movie—were each recognized in one category. The notquite move was Kick-Ass, which got an Action Movie nom.
The longer list comprises: The Crazies (Horror Movie), Despicable Me (Family Movie), The Event (New TV Drama), Family Guy (TV Family), Fringe (Sci-Fi/Fantasy Show), How to
Train Your Dragon (Family Movie), The Last Exorcism (Horror Movie), Let Me In (Horror Movie), A Nightmare on Elm
Street (Horror Movie), No Ordinary Family (New TV Comedy), Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time (Action Movie),
Resident Evil: Afterlife (Horror Movie), Shrek Forever After
(Family Movie), The Simpsons (TV Family), Smallville (SciFi/Fantasy Show), and Supernatural (Sci-Fi/Fantasy Show).

Awards Roundup
WORLD FANTASY AWARDS WINNERS
The 2010 World Fantasy Awards <www.worldfantasy.org/
awards> were presented at a Sunday banquet during World
Fantasy Con 36 <www.contextsf.org/WFC>, held 28–31 October 2010 in Columbus OH. Judges for this year were Greg Ketter, Kelly Link, Jim Minz, Jürgen Snoeren, and Gary K. Wolfe
The winners are:
Novel 	

..............................The City & The City, China Miéville
(Macmillan UK/ Del Rey)
Novella	

............................“Sea-Hearts,” Margo Lanagan (X6)
Short Story...............................................
	

“The Pelican Bar,”
Karen Joy Fowler (Eclipse Three)
Anthology	

..............American Fantastic Tales: Terror and the
Uncanny: From Poe to the Pulps/From the 1940s to Now,
Peter Straub, ed. (Library of America)
Collection (tie)	

....................There Once Lived a Woman Who
Tried To Kill Her Neighbor’s Baby: Scary Fairy Tales,
Ludmilla Petrushevskaya (Penguin) and The Very Best of
Gene Wolfe/The Best of Gene Wolfe, Gene Wolfe (PS /Tor)
Artist	

..................................................................Charles Vess
Special Award, Professional.....................
	

Jonathan Strahan,
for editing anthologies
Special Award, Non-Professional 	

........Susan Marie Groppi,
for Strange Horizons
Previously-announced World Fantasy Lifetime Achievement
Awards were also presented for Brian Lumley, Sir Terry
Pratchett, and Peter Straub.
WSFA SMALL PRESS AWARD ANNOUNCED
The winner of the 2010 Washington Science Fiction Association <www.wsfa.org> Small Press Award for Short Fiction was
also announced at Capclave. Tansy Rayner Roberts <www.
tansyrr.com> got the nod for “Siren Beat,” (Roadkill/Siren
Beat, Twelfth Planet). Roberts was not present to receive the
award in person, but Alisa Krasnostein, representing publisher
Twelfth Planet Press, was there to accept for her.
ENDEAVOUR AWARD WINNER
The winner of this year’s Endeavour Award <www.osfci.
org/endeavour> (for a “distinguished Science Fiction or Fantasy book written by a Pacific Northwest author or authors and
published in the previous year”) was announced at Orycon 32
<www.orycon.org/orycon32> (12–14 November2010 at the
Portland Doubletree Hotel in Portland OR). The award went to
David Marusek for Mind Over Ship.
LAST DRINK BIRD HEAD AWARDS
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man is staring at me. He then runs away. I stretch and take
thought on my next tasks. Some time later, I become aware of
being watched. At the far western edge of the hilltop I notice
grey hair and a pair of bright eyes. The man keeps very still. I
give him a highly exaggerated wink. He slowly rises and walks
as far as the edge of the veil. His eyes dart back and forth between looking at me, and looking at the Stones. I’ve been wondering how to get the Stones into the hands of the Gondorians.
Only the two smaller ones for now. I need the larger one for a
final task. Was this meeting simple chance, or had the Valar
sent him up here?
This man surely knows, as do I, that speaking is forbidden
up here. But I have at hand means for communication without
it, and without tearing out all of his memories. He looks
vaguely familiar. Not the fellow I saw in the snowstorm, no.
Since he does seem to be human, I examine my most up-todate memory sets. Skipping Legolas for now, I look for this
man in the Dwarf’s memories… and find him! I crosscheck
with the memories of Legolas and obtain a “probable” corroboration. (Elven memories are so long and different, and
most humans look alike to them.) The name is Bergil, son of
Beregond of Minas Tirith… later of Ithilien, when Beregond
was appointed Captain of Prince Faramir’s guard. Given the
name, Gandalf also briefly knew him, but only as a boy of
ten.
I raise one talon up to my lips and hold it there for a moment.
I pick up the Stone of Annúminas and bowl it in his general
direction, but it bounces off the Veil. I amble over to it and pick
it up. Thinking about what I want to do, I stretch that foot to the
Veil, and through it. I drop that stone on the other side and then
pick up the Stone of Emyn Beraid and hold it before my face,
waiting. The man still hesitates. I turn sideways and lift my
right wing, revealing the star-pattern there. He looks, seeming
to think, before coming to a decision. Apparently, he gets the
idea. He picks up the other stone and looks into it. I gaze into
mine and wait for him to make contact.
—O—O—O—
Bergil has a giddy sense as of flying. He sees himself and the
hilltop. He thinks of the watch camp and sees that. A thought of
his home in Ithilien, his children and grandchildren, and some
of them appear. Likewise his birth city of Minas Tirith, with the
Regent and her children. It was a comfort to
have extra heirs available to the Crown. That
lack had been a great strain on the country through all the long years of the
Stewardship. He skims up from
the city; touching all the beacon stations from there
toward Rohan and finally
arriving at himself, again.
Well, he had decided to
learn what he could. As far as he
could tell, this stone possessed the
abilities of what it seemed to
be. The dragon was still
waiting, an attribute of the
kind, and reptiles in general.
[Some of the above
beings and situations
have been suggested
by the works of
J.R.R. Tolkien (But
you already knew
that, didn’t you?)]

Duty and the Beast
No Need for a Ring—Chapter 33
by PieEyedDragon

[Editor’s Note: This is the sixth chapter in the third part of the
NNFAR series—The Thing Goes South—and is thus numbered
as Chapter 6 in some places. The Shuttle is serializing the entire
tale and chooses to use the alternate sequential chapter numbering system.]
Captain Bergil was not exactly old, not like his uncle Iorlas
who was not expected to survive another winter. Like his father, Beregond, his strong Numenorian bloodline had given
him more than just a little more height than most men. Nearing
seven score years of age, he could still ride the paths that linked
the beacon sites, though no longer ride to battles far afield from
his family’s place in Ithilien.
Now once more at Halifirien, most northwestern of the ancient beacons, he was eager to see again The Anomaly. The
shimmering curtain had appeared at midwinter, bisecting the
green Hallow of Amon Anwar beyond the Mound of Elendil.
Bergil was one of few who had dared to touch it. It was neither
hot nor cold, nor particularly hard, but he could not put so
much as a fingernail through. Nor even a stick of the pitchsoaked firewood of the beacon, though he left one leaning
against the near-nothingness of the Veil.
He left his horse with the station crew and climbed the long
path to the watch post and then on to the top. He started by
checking the placement of the beacon-wood and then took a
few steps toward the Veil before stopping dead! There was an
unfamiliar mound of something on the other side! As he
watched, a long neck raised upwards and two large glowing
eyes looked straight at him!
Bergil bolted! Running down the path as safely as urgency
permitted, he reached the station and commanded the men to
scatter for their lives. The one word, “Dragon!,” put all their
questions on hold. King’s messengers from the far north had
recently ridden through Rohan bearing news from Annúminas
to Minas Tirith. That news included reports of sightings of a
small, green dragon; an uncharacteristically benign one, too!
One who ate fish and burned neither fields nor homes. One
who even, unbelievably, had turned the old story lines sidewise
and rescued an Elven princess! This beast was darker too,
maybe.
He was suddenly reminded of the old King, Elessar. Bergil
was one of few remaining who remembered the end of Sauron
and the Return of the King. The greatest heroes of that tale
were also most unlikely; being Halflings. Or, as they called
themselves, Hobbits. Bergil had spent much time with one of
them, Master Took, who had ridden into the city with the Wizard. Who had brought him there to keep him away from something found at Orthanc, a Seeing-Stone!
Bergil paused before mounting his horse. He had seen something else on the mountain, besides the beast. Three
somethings. Two at least matched the description of the Palantír of Orthanc. The third had looked much the same but
was… larger. He stepped away from his horse, breathing
slowly to gather that inner calm. The others would spread the
word. He was a Captain of the Royal Signal Corps. On the
chance that those really were seeing-stones he had a duty to try
and get a better look and report, if he could. Maybe the Veil
would keep the dragon away.
—O—O—O—
It is now the twenty-second of September. Happy birthday to
the late Bilbo and Frodo Baggins. Time to wake up. An old
5

find my interest in the material uneven, but that’s also the case
for most printed fanzines. What I dislike most about Sofa is the
presentation. The host/editor does come across sometimes as
rather self-important and I sometimes find his talk segments
irritating in tone. Too, the purely linear structure of a 2+ hour
recording makes it hard to find the bits one might be interested
in. In a way, it’s the equivalent of a printed zine that might contain some really good stuff but there are no page numbers and
the font is difficult to read… the structure gets in the way of the
content. By the way, there is a replay of the Aussiecon 4 Hugo
ceremony online at <www.thehugoawards.org>. There’s a link
on their front page that should stay there for some time since
they add new blog entires only occasionally. -ED]

Letters of Comment
LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC
Sheryl Birkhead	

25509 Jonnie Court
Gaithersburg MD 20882

7 October 2010

Hi—as the seasons change (brrr—but tomorrow it’s supposed to get a bit warmer). Once again my (non) system let me
down… or did it?? Since thish is just sitting here on the table,
but there are no notes, I will guess I scanned but did not loc.
So, based on that…
Masters of SF sounds like a book I really should add to my
shelves. I don’t see a price but there won’t be any truly freed up
dollars for at best 8 months. Ah well—it can go onto my want
list.
Hmm—sounds a bit more like Sofa would have been better
suited to the Parsec Awards.
Voice of the Echidna was, gratefully, available online bit I
never sorted out anything live. I had intended to see if I could
watch the Hugos live but forgot to look for it before I went to
work. Then, when I got home and went looking for a replay—nothing. Um, I did watch about ½ hour of the live camera for Sofa’s “editor.” I was not impressed when the editor
said he did not know what the Big Heart Award was or who
any of the fan artists are (or their work)—then went ballistic
(his “earned” right) when the fanzine award was announced.
Looked as if he only knew about the fanzine [category]… My
personal fannish responsibility covers all categories—sounded
as if he only voted his category. Oh well… and I could be
wrong.
Just for laughs (it will not happen—$) I searched airfares to
Reno, but it’s too early.
My list of presents for me (that will never happen!) is lengthening. Now I’ve put the Masters of SF behind Avatar (since
I’ve seen it and would like to watch it again—at my pace). Ah,
nice to dream.
The [new TV show] (I think this is the name) No Ordinary
Family reeks of (I think I have this name right too) The Incredibles. I do not pay any attention to media info—so I have
no idea how the reviews have been. I did watch one episode
and enjoyed it, but wonder how many potentially weekly viewers will peg it as too mild (or perhaps more families will find it
less objectionable for family viewing?). ((Heck, I’m still
watching taped shows from September 1st—it’ll take me a
while to catch up.))
There is an updated (2010 version of media version) Sherlock Holmes which will be available to non-cable viewers too.
Hard to believe that Halloween is just around the corner…
then Thanksgiving and we’re off to the holidays.
Hoping everyone weathered the heat and now the storm season.

EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC
Lloyd Penney	

<penneys@allstream.net>
1706-24 Eva Road
Etobicoke ON
Canada M9C 2B2

27 October 2010

With just a few days keeping us from Hallowe’en festivities,
I have here the October Shuttle, and a bit of time with which to
respond to it. Watch me go!
I like that, Short Attention Span Theatre. It should be for
those with ADHD, and that’s not the name of a rock band…
Con†Stellation XXX? Congrats on thirty years of conventions! Our local convention, Ad Astra, will also be staging its
30th incarnation in 2011. (I am certain that the XXX will be
everywhere at your convention, including the contents of the
con suite.)
Hello, PieEyed! The story continues with your resting up,
enjoying a Middle-Earth version of a water park, and a unique
way to make sure your valuables are secure. You are your own
storage locker. Nice layout of the green and silver scales.
The month of October here has been warm, but that’s about
[to] change, Looks like we’re going to have our usual chilly
Hallowe’en. SFContario comes around next month, and Futurecon is a one-shot New Year’s Eve convention. The Metro
Toronto Convention Centre, for those who might not have been
at Torcon 3, has a North building and a South building, separated by a rail corridor and a catwalk. I gather the Fan eXpo has
been in the slightly roomier South building for a number of
years, but a business group with lots of ready cash bought the
South building out from under them, and they wound up with
the North building.
I am told the Aurora pin is a two-dimensional version of the
Aurora, with curved metal parts meant to suggest the aurora
borealis, and a maple leaf through them. I will get mine at
SFContario next month. (I should be getting my Hugo pin and
certificate soon… soon…)
Short but sweet, folks… enjoy the spooky season, and see
you next issue.
[As you may know, but many reading the Shuttle will not,
SFContario has received mentions lately over on the SMOFS
email list as Fan GoH Geri Sullivan <gerisullivan.livejournal.
com> is scheming her “All Worldcons, All the Time Bheer
Tasting” event on Saturday evening. Looks like it’s scheduled
to begin as the charity auction lets out, so maybe there’ll be lots
of thirsty people from all the bidding. Were I to be there (which
sadly is not going to be the case) I’m sure I’d enjoy the social
aspect of the event, though the beer itself is not my cup of, er.
tea. (But then neither is tea, when it’s of the hot variety.) Our

[Masters of SF has a cover price of $31.95 (pretty steep for a
paperback, I’d say) but can be had for under $20, not counting
shipping. (Amazon lists it at $23; not quite pricy enough to
qualify for their free shipping if bought by itself.) While you’re
not alone in you’re apparent opinion that audio works like Starship Sofa may not quite be fanzines, my reading of the Hugo
definitions as they stand pretty clearly allow works in any medium to quality. Sofa is clearly about sf and it’s clearly an amateur publication—so in my view the discussion of whether it
belongs on the Hugo ballot comes down to quality. For me, I
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group in Huntspatch has been looking forward for some time
with a mixture of anticipation and dread to seeing the Roman
numerals used in enumerating our cons “roll over” to triple
“X”s. When Anita, who is among our past Con†Stellation con

chairs, stood for election as chair for the 2011 con I suspect
several other likely candidates breathed a well-hidden sigh of
relief. (Of course, some might say Anita is our best choice for
anything associated with XXX. ;-) -ED]
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