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The Next NASFA Meeting will be 18 March
2000 at the Regular Time and Location
Oyez, Oyez

February Minutes
by Samuel A. Smith, clerk

The next NASFA meeting will be 18 March 2000 at the
regular time (6P) and the regular location (room 130 of the
Madison City Municipal Building).
The March after-the-meeting meeting will be at Mike
KennedyÕs house.
The March program will be Don Dailey speaking on
ÒComic Books: What they were, what they are, what theyÕre
going to be.Ó Don works at Comic Corner on the Parkway and
has been a collector since 1986.

The February meeting of the North Alabama Science
Fiction Association was called to order on Saturday, February
19, 2000 in Room 130 in the Madison City Municipal Building
at 6:19P by President Anita Eisenberg. Once again Barney was
the smashee of honor, because the Ewoks are loose in Mike and
MarieÕs house! (ÒQuick, the Ewok motels!Ó)
OLD BUSINESS
Randy Cleary: Remember to donate for the auction later
this year.
Ray Pietruszka: Dues are still due.
NEW BUSINESS
Randy Cleary is getting up a group to go on a field trip to
see Mission to Mars in March. See Randy if you want to go
tripping with him.
Comcast has UPN! Cable Alabama will be getting it
March 1st.
ÉAnd there was much digression throughout the land.
CONVENTION BUSINESS
As of the meeting no additional guests are confirmed.
(Though Julie Wall confirmed as Fan Guest of Honor a few
days after the meeting.)
The new Con Stellation web site had 301 hits in January.
(continued on page 2)

Change, Change, Change
CHANGE OF FO-OOLS
Beginning with this issue the production process for the
Shuttle will be going through some changes. The printer which
had been used to produce the originals is no longer available
(and, as you may have noticed in the last several issues, its
quality was falling off anyway).
In addition to experimenting with different printers, it is
likely that there will be software changes. In the end we hope
to get back to the previous print quality, but it will take a while.
Please bear with these changes.
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Deadline for the April 2000 issue of The NASFA Shuttle is Friday, 31 March 2000.
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The old Con Stellation web site has finally disappeared.
(Though it was mysteriously resurrected a few days after the
meeting.)
The meeting was adjourned at 6:43P. The program was
ÒArtistic Collaboration: Mix & MatchÓ by Randy Cleary. The
After-The-Meeting Meeting was the annual February birthday
party, held at Nancy Cucci and Ray PietruszkaÕs home.

26Ð28
26Ð29
27
29

Oasis 13 Ñ Orlando FL.
TachyCon 11 Ñ Orlando FL.
BD: Kathy Paulk.
Memorial Day.

JUNE
11
BD: Rhett Mitchell.
14
Flag Day.
17*
NASFA Meeting Ñ 6P Business, 7P Program, at the
Madison City Municipal Building. ATMM TBD.
18
FatherÕs Day.
28Ð02 SFRA 2000 Ñ Cleveland OH.
29Ð02 Dragon*Con 2000 Ñ Atlanta GA.

NASFA Calendar
MARCH
02
BD: Ronnie Lajoie.
02
BD: Richard McNeil.
08
BD: Bill Payne.
08
Ash Wednesday.
09
BD: Tracey Kennedy.
10
BD: Kerry Gilley.
13
BD: Anita Eisenberg.
15
BD: Carlo DeShouten.
17
St. PatrickÕs Day.
17
BD: JoAnn Parsons.
18*
NASFA Meeting Ñ 6P Business, 7P Program, at the
Madison City Municipal Building. ATMM at Mike
KennedyÕs house.
21
Purim.
22
BD: Jayson Woosley.
22Ð26 21st International Conference on the Fantastic in the
Arts Ñ Ft. Lauderdale FL.
24Ð26 MidSouthCon 18 Ñ Memphis TN.
30
BD: Maurine Dorris.

OoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoO
The North Alabama Science Fiction Association meets on
the third Saturday of each month. (Unless there is a large
nearby convention being held that weekend Ñ in which case
we usually hold the meeting on the second or fourth weekend.)
The regular meeting location is room 130 of the Madison City
Municipal Building. The Executive Committee meeting (if
scheduled) is held at 5P. The business meeting is held at 6P.
The program begins at 7P. Anyone is welcome to attend any of
the meetings. There is usually an after-the-meeting meeting
with directions available at the program.

The Stuff of Love
by Mike Kennedy
Isaac AsimovÕs Valentines edited by Gardner Dozois and
Sheila Williams, Ace Books, February 1999, Paperback, 243pp,
ISBN 0-441-00602-7, $5.99

APRIL
01
April FoolÕs Day.
03
BD: Kevin Ward.
15*
NASFA Meeting Ñ 6P Business, 7P Program, at the
Madison City Municipal Building. ATMM TBD.
15
BD: Uncle Timmy.
16
Palm Sunday.
20
Passover.
21
Good Friday.
21
BD: Randy B. Cleary.
23
Easter.
26
BD: Chloie Airoldi.
30
BD: Mark Maxwell.

Faced with two nights away from home recently, I went by
my favorite bookstore (BookMark, of course :-) looking for
recommendations. I expected to have my reading time broken
up a lot, so I asked about an anthology instead of a novel. And
thatÕs how I came to read 10 science fiction love stories.
This is one in a long series of themed anthologies culled
from the pages of AsimovÕs magazine. Other volumes have
concentrated on subjects like vampires, Christmas, aliens,
Mars, robots (surprize, surprize!), ghosts, etc. One would not
necessarily think that the pages of a science fiction magazine
would provide fertile ground for love stories. But good fiction
Ñ including genre fiction Ñ can examine and illuminate any
aspect of the human condition, love most definitely included.
Most of the stories collected here appeared in the early and
mid 1990s. Many well-known, award-winning authors are
represented, from the lead story by Robert Silverberg, to Terry
Bisson, Nancy Kress, and Connie Willis.
As in any such collection, different readers will be drawn
more to different stories. While IÕd be hard pressed to pick a
favorite, four of the 10 stories stood out in my mind as I quickly
glanced back at them in preparation for writing this review.
James Patrick KellyÕs ÒChemistryÓ tells us about two
medical students who feel the need for a little distraction from
the grind and decide to seek out love of a particularly temporary kind. Lily, though much more skeptical and reluctant than
her friend Marja, lets herself be talked into visiting a very
special club. Will either of them find what they are seeking, or
perhaps even more?
At 10 pages, Terry BissonÕs humorous ÒPress AnnÓ is less

MAY
11Ð14 World Horror Con 2000 Ñ Denver CO.
13*
NASFA Meeting Ñ 6P Business, 7P Program, at the
Madison City Municipal Building. ATMM TBD.
NOTE: This meeting date was advanced one
week due to conflict with DSC.
14
BD: Debbie Hughes.
14
MotherÕs Day.
16
BD: Linda Bolgeo.
19Ð21 Son of BeachCon/DeepSouthCon 38 Ñ Jeckyll Island
GA.
19Ð21 Nebula Awards Weekend Ñ New York NY.
19
BD: David O. Miller.
20
Armed Forces Day.
20
BD: Mike Glicksohn.
22
Victoria Day.
26Ð28 LibertyCon 14 Ñ Chattanooga TN.
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almost all they have in common.
I was disappointed by one part of the anthology, though.
In the introduction to each story the editors carefully point out
not only what issue it appeared in but who illustrated the story.
In several cases the story in question received the cover
illustration as well as interior illustrations. ButÉ having told
us, for instance, that Dell Harris illustrated Tony DanielÕs ÒNo
Love in all of DwingelooÓ the illustrations are missing in
action. I realize that arranging reprint rights to the illustrations
as well as the stories themselves would have significantly
complicated the production of the volume, and probably added
to the cost as well. But I see no point in teasing us with talk of
a Jim Burns cover (for Eleanor ArnasonÕs ÒThe LoversÓ) when
they have no intention of showing it.
Despite this disappointment, the stories are more than
enough reason to recommend Isaac AsimovÕs Valentines to
anyone interested in the subject of love. And donÕt we all fit that
category?

than half the length of most of the other pieces in the book.
Imagine what you would do if your ATM added a few new
options Ñ options that could change your life in unpredictable
ways.
In ÒThe Blue Love PotionÓ Lisa Goldstein asks what you
would do if you had a real love potion available. Would you use
it? On whom and when? And what effect would it have on your
life? ItÕs not as simple a situation as you might think and the
ÒrightÓ answer may depend on just who you are.
Finally Connie WillisÕ ÒBlued MoonÓ is a lighthearted tale
of luck Ñ unbelievable strings of luck both good and bad Ñ
and love. Things here quite literally happen once in a blue
moon but in the end love triumphs.
None of the 10 stores are dogs and I suspect another reader
would pick at most one or two in common with me if asked to
point out favorites. Some of the stories I picked are humorous,
some not. Some have happy endings, some not. ThereÕs a lot
of variety in this little volume with the theme of love being

Letters of Comment
[Your suggestion of a reference book that summarizes various
fiction series is an interesting one, though I feel compelled to
point out the obsolescence factor you mentioned might make
this a project more suited to a web site than a printed book. (Of
course, very few people have even yet figured out how to make
money publishing on the web and such a colossal work as this
would be is something that could only be undertaken for money
or love.) IÕm sorry to hear about Dick GeisÕ back problems. I
have a significant recurrence of back problems once a year or
so but you appear to be implying his is expected to be much
more long lived than the problems I have. -ED]

LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC-LOC
Harry Warner, Jr.
423 Summit Avenue
Hagerstown MD 21740

19 February 2000

The February issue of the Shuttle was particularly welcome for all the pages about Lois BujoldÕs famous series of
novels. IÕve read some of them, havenÕt read the others, and my
reading didnÕt occur in the chronological order in which the
series developed. So Jim WoosleyÕs summary of the previous
novels cleared up some matters that I hadnÕt quite understood
while reading isolated volumes.
It occurs to me that something like this could be turned into
a book. There are so many popular series of science fiction and
fantasy novels by now that there might be a market for a book
containing summaries of the action in all of them for the benefit
of persons who decide to buy one book midway in a series with
little or no knowledge of what has gone before. Of course, such
a book would be outdated by the time it came off the presses by
new sequels, but it would still be useful, just like the World
Almanac which has an active life of only a year.
Come to think of it, such a book would need to be in three
volumes itself if the compiler decided to include all the Star
Trek and Doctor Who fiction that has been published over the
years.
IÕm always happy to learn about a new victory for the nosmoking forces, so that element in Randy ClearyÕs Chattacon
report was particularly good to read. Attendance of 1,250
sounds quite impressive in this era of dwindling turnout for
many con that arenÕt aimed at media fans.
Alas, it may be a while until you can run another item
about The Geis Letter in the fanzines-received list. Dick Geis
tells me he has been forced to suspend publication because of
a serious back problem which has him in extreme pain when
walking.
My opinion of computer fandom drops even lower with
the news that nobody bought SherylÕs Galaxies at 50¢ apiece.
Each issue from most years of that publication contains as
much good science fiction as can be found in a paperback
collection selling on todayÕs newsstands for $6 or $7.

POC-POC-POC-POC-POC-POC-POC-POC-POC-POC
Sheryl Birkhead
23629 Woodfield Road
Gaithersburg MD 20882

21 February 2000

Hmmm Ñ there has been talk of condemnation of the
houseÉ one way or another it will be coming down.
Thank you for the two pieces on the latest Miles book Ñ
I think the name is A Civil Campaign (or is it Conspiracy?)â but
IÕll check the library to see if they have it.
Somewhere I have the Hugo ballot Ñ need to find it and
do some serious thinking.
I intended to see Galaxy Quest but the theater stopped
cheaper matinees. One of these daysÉ
The program booklet from Aussiecon got here a week or
so ago Ñ now to file itÉ somewhere.
I got no response from either my request in File 770 or to
Chicon publications asking for a bibliography for Ben Bova Ñ
any Shuttle readers who can help?
[BujoldÕs latest is indeed called A Civil Campaign and I, for
one, thought the title rather clever in light of itÕs subject matter.
IÕm sorry you missed Galaxy Quest. While I was not as wild
about it as many fellow fans, I do think itÕs a very good movie.
Convention fans will certainly recognize themselves Ñ or at
least acquaintances Ñ in the convention scenes and Tim Allen
certainly nails what he was going for. He does Bill Shatner
better than Bill Shatner does Bill Shatner. -ED]
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